Sacrentals.com Pre-photo Staging & Property Preparation Guide

Outstanding Photos don’t just happen. We will need a little help from you.
This guide will greatly enhance the quality of your photos on the INTERNET and give your property the competitive advantage it needs to attract the best tenants in the SHORTEST time.

Houses look different through a camera’s lens. Following this guide will have the greatest impact on making good pictures happen right the first time!
1. All notices, photos, and magnets, etc. need to be removed from Refrigerator, walls and other surfaces.
2. Remove small appliances, soaps, bottles and clutter from Kitchen counters, Islands, and work surfaces.  

3. Soap bottles, cosmetics, shampoos, razors, personal hygiene items; loofahs and washcloths to be removed from baths (put in bag or box temporarily).  Display an attractive bath/hand towel or some fresh cut flowers.

4. Windows with views to the front yard, an attractive garden, pool or pleasant grass area need to be washed INSIDE and OUT and the screens need to be removed.  It is impossible to shoot through a dirty or obscured window (Temporarily store the screen on the side or in a nearby closet). 
5. Remove EXCESS FURNITURE from rooms to avoid the appearance of crowding (“Less” makes rooms appear larger especially in small rooms). 
Pro tip: Designate a dark or small room as a temporary storage room. We won’t take pictures there.
6. Family pictures, curios and small knickknacks do NOT photograph well (Please place in box temporarily).
7. Hardwood floors should be dusted and polished (so we can see the shine, not the dust).
8. If you are including a washer and dryer, hide the detergent bottles and clutter around the appliances.

9. Remember to schedule the gardener 1 or 2 days BEFORE WE COME to mow, trim dead branches and blow.  
10. Please hose off and wipe down the front door and entry area. Please remove dead plants, cobwebs and dirt build-up (We always do a front door photo).

11. Entrances look best with colorful, flowering plants. Try laying out fresh bark to cover up entry-way dirt patches.

12. Please have paper towels, broom, dustpan, and Windex at the property for small, last-minute spot-cleaning. 

13. Please have a LONG, WORKING GARDEN HOSE with a sprayer so the driveway, sidewalks and patios areas can be WETTED to enhance the photo’s appearance (This technique is commonly used by magazine ads).
14. If you have a fireplace, we can show off your living/family room with our life-like fire effect and or punch up a bland or white walled bath or kitchen with our instant-life staging plants and colorful kitchen props (This is a pro decorator detail that will greatly enhance your photos).
Our goal is to get great photos of your property.
Please have your property in picture-ready condition.
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